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             Fact Sheet

Traveston Crossing Dam: a controversial history

Then Premier Peter Beattie announced the dam would go ahead in 2006[image: image2.png]


Map: Traveston 4570 

· Related Story: Garrett rejects Traveston Dam 

In April 2006, former Premier Peter Beattie named the Traveston Crossing area near Gympie in south-east Queensland as a possible site for a new dam on the Mary River.

In July that same year, Mr Beattie announced the dam would go ahead. 

He said the first stage would deliver up to 70,000 megalitres of water each year for the state's south-east.

Mr Beattie explained his decision at a four-hour meeting with 1,500 angry residents.

The Labor MP for Noosa, Cate Molloy, joined many local residents and mayors in opposing the dam, and she was disendorsed by the party.

Liberal candidate Glen Elmes went on to win the seat in the September 2006 state election, and the Nationals' anti-dam candidate, David Gibson, won the seat of Gympie from independent Elisa Roberts.

In November that year, residents booed and heckled the then-deputy premier Anna Bligh at another lengthy public meeting in Gympie.

A five-month long Federal Senate Inquiry into the proposal was held in 2007.

At the March 2009 state election, then-Queensland sustainability minister Andrew McNamara said the dam plans contributed to his loss in the nearby marginal seat of Hervey Bay.

Recent developments

In November last year, Premier Anna Bligh said if approved, construction of the dam would be delayed by two to four years while environmental rehabilitation work was carried out at the site.

The Government expected construction work to start in 2010, with the first stage of the dam to be completed by 2016 or 2017.

A spokeswoman for Infrastructure Minister Stirling Hinchliffe said 85 per cent of the properties required had already been voluntarily purchased.

Last week Ms Bligh said the Federal Government's decision on the dam would affect plans for new desalination plants to increase the region's water supply.

She said the dam's future would affect how many plants would be needed, and where and when they would be built.

The shortlist included Lytton in Brisbane and Marcoola and Bribie Island to the north.

Environmental concerns

Conservationists said the planned dam would threaten endangered species such as the lungfish, Mary River cod and Mary River turtle.

Following a three-year environmental assessment of the proposal, Queensland's coordinator-general imposed 1,200 conditions on the project.

They included rehabilitation work prior to construction, a $10 million catchment enhancement program and fishway and turtle bypass systems.

Environmentalists were also concerned about the impact the dam could have on the Great Sandy Straits and Fraser Island if flows from the Mary River were reduced.

Water policy

The Traveston Crossing Dam proposal was announced in the midst of what the State Government described as the worst drought south-east Queensland had ever experienced.

Tough water restrictions were imposed on residents and businesses, and the dam on the Mary River was to be part of the Government's south-east Queensland water grid.

The Government said the $9 billion project included 450 kilometres of pipeline, the Tugun desalination plant on the Gold Coast and a recycled water treatment plant.

Construction on another new dam is already underway on the Teviot Brook at Wyarralong, south-west of Brisbane.

Premier Anna Bligh declared the south-east's drought over in May this year, when heavy rain flooded much of the region and the combined dam levels rose above 75 per cent of capacity.

The Government said the Traveston Crossing Dam would have filled 10 times by now if it had been built in 2006.
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