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Toowoomba Pipeline.
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Drought-stricken Toowoomba now has long-term water security with the completion of the Toowoomba Pipeline.    

Prior to turning on the pipeline in January 2010, 125,000 people were reliant on a combined dam level of less than 10 per cent. 

The 38km Toowoomba Pipeline is a raw bulk water pipeline designed to deliver up to 39 megalitres a day directly from Wivenhoe Dam to Cressbrook Dam.  

The Toowoomba Pipeline was delivered by the Toowoomba Pipeline Alliance (TPA) for LinkWater Projects, one of the state government's special purpose vehicles for the design and construction of water infrastructure. 

The pipeline links Wivenhoe Dam to Toowoomba's Cressbrook Dam, with an initial capacity to transport up to 14,200 megalitres a year and ultimately, up to 18,000 megalitres a year. In its first year, it will deliver 10,000 megalitres to Toowoomba.  

The TPA team was assembled in 2008 with the first pipe laid in March 2009. 

TPA partners were LinkWater Projects, Clough, WDS and AECOM. 

Project Statistics 

· Directly spent $11.5 million on goods and services sourced from the local community. 

· Employed 298 people, 26% of whom were locals. 

· 19 directly affected private landowners. 

· More than 610,000 hours worked. 

· Can transport up to 39 megalitres a day. 

· The pipeline is at least one metre below the surface of land, is 762 millimetres in diameter and made of steel reinforced with concrete. 

· The Wivenhoe pump station consists of two pumps. The smaller of these is suspended at the end of a 45 metre-long jetty over Wivenhoe Dam. It extracts the water and delivers it over a short distance to a high-lift pump, powered by an 1,850 kilowatt electric motor. 

· $187 million project. 

· The pipeline was chosen after recommendations made by the Toowoomba Water Supply Taskforce in 2006. This taskforce was established by the Queensland Government to find ways to improve water supply to Toowoomba. 
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